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Dear Friend: 
 
Thanks for visiting SharedServerHosting.Org and requesting my HostGator Quick Start Guide. 
 
In my HostGator Quick Start Guide I'm going to show you… 
 
(1) How to register a domain name 
 
(2) How to set up a hosting account with HostGator 
 
(3) How to log into your HostGator cPanel (Control Panel)  
 
(4) How to install a WordPress blog - a popular blogging platform 
 
(5) How to change the nameservers if you registered your domain name with another registrar 
other than HostGator. 

 
I've outlined virtually every step I can think of to make it easy for you to set up your first 
website. These methods have worked for me. If you have any questions as you proceed, be sure 
to contact live chat or support for help. 
 
PLUS, you'll get the COUPON CODES for some terrific deals with HostGator Hosting 
including HostGator's famous .01 (one cent) coupon for the first month of hosting.  
 
I hope you find this guide helpful and I wish you every success in your online venture.  
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Why Shared Server Web Hosting? 
 

 You can create your own personal blog or website 
 You can market products and services to generate income 
 Shared server web hosting offers many features for a reasonable monthly fee 
 You can look like a "big" company with minimal start up costs 
 You can create a website with WordPress - a free blogging platform 
 You can start out small and upgrade to other plans when needed 

 

Why HostGator? 
 

 A range of hosting plans to choose from 
 Hosting plans packed with features including unlimited* domains on select plans 
 Low monthly hosting fees - affordable, basic hosting especially for beginners 
 45-day money back guarantee 
 Live chat (24/7/365), toll-free phone number (North America), Skype, and email for fast 

answers to your questions 
 Extremely important! >> Solid customer (technical) support 24/7/365 (Located in the U.S.)  
 Linux server - perfect for WordPress - a popular blogging platform 
 Video tutorials, knowledgebase, and forum to answer your questions (in addition to technical 

support) 
 
* Refer to HostGator's Terms of Service for what constitutes "unlimited" for bandwidth, disk 
space, and hosting. 

 
Why WordPress Blogging Platform? 
 

 Popular and versatile blogging platform that is free  
 Lots of support through forums and other people's blogs 
 Lots of training - both free and paid 
 Popular with search engines 
 Periodically updated with new features  
 Easy to use and easy to learn 
 Lots of free and paid "plugins" that enhance the performance of your website/blog 
 Lots of free and paid themes to change the look of your website/blog 
 Easy to install on your web hosting server - 1-click install or manual install 
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Things You'll Need Before Getting Started: 
 
1. Your credit card or Paypal account information (for paying for your domain name registration 
and web hosting with HostGator) 
 
2. Notepaper to write down usernames and passwords 
 
3. Domain name (unless you register it with HostGator) 
 
I have used both Namecheap and GoDaddy for registering a domain name. Of course, you are 
free to choose your own registrar. 
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How To Register A Domain Name 
 
Click the following link to register your domain name with Namecheap 
 
Namecheap: Registering A Domain 
 
1. Enter your domain name. Namecheap will search to make sure it's available. 
 

 
 
If the domain is available, Namecheap will walk you through registering your account and filling 
out the billing information so you can pay for registering your domain. (You will need to sign up 
for a FREE account with Namecheap to complete domain registration.) 
 
 
What I like about Namecheap is that domain registration is cheap, easy, and all of your accounts 
are itemized. Presently, domain privacy is included in the registration fee at no extra charge - but 
that is always subject to change without notice. 
 
Also, the renewal fee for domain privacy is very cheap in comparison to some other registrars. 
(You can buy privacy protection individually or in packages of 5 (cheaper) by going to Privacy 
Protection > Purchase WhoisGuard in the "Tab" section at the top of Namecheap's website) 
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Click the following link to register a domain name with GoDaddy (the page you go to might look 
slightly different from the one below since they change the page occasionally.) 
 
GoDaddy: Registering A Domain 
 
1. Enter your domain name. Just like Namecheap, GoDaddy will search to make sure the domain 
you want is available. 
 
 

 
 
 
You can access GoDaddy's domain registration from either the home page or click on the 
"Domains" tab and then click on "Domain Name Registration." 
 
GoDaddy has some good domain name registration promotions that you might want to take 
advantage of. 
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2. GoDaddy will then walk you through the domain registration process.  
 
Domain Name TIP: Choose your domain name carefully - and consider using your main keyword in your 
domain name. If your first choice for a domain name isn't available (for example, you want mynewdomain.com 
and the .com extension isn't available) then try other top level extensions depending upon whether you're relying 
on SEO or PPC for traffic. 
 
Domain Name TIP: Some domain names are exclusive to a certain country - such as .us, .au, .ca, .fr, etc. - and 
you have to qualify for registering those country-specific domain extensions.  
 
These country-specific extensions are associated with a country or region and may restrict who can see your 
website in Google search - your geographic target may be limited to the country or region itself and may not 
reach a worldwide audience. 
 
Domain Name TIP: Consider whether or not you want your registration particulars to be private. You can get 
domain name privacy protection from both Namecheap and GoDaddy (and many other registrars). Some domain 
name extensions don't allow for privacy. 
 
Domain Name TIP: Namecheap has a low fee for renewing the domain privacy each year and also offers volume 
discounts for domain privacy - presently to a maximum of 5 privacy "packages." (You can buy privacy protection 
individually or in packages of 5 (cheaper) by going to Privacy Protection > Purchase WhoisGuard in the "Tab" 
section at the top of Namecheap's website) 
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How To Set Up A Hosting Account With HostGator 
 
Getting Started With HostGator: Signing Up For Web Hosting 
 
1. Click the following link to go to HostGator 
 
2. Select "Web Hosting" in the tab section (top image below) or "1. Select Your Type of 
Hosting" (which will be Shared Hosting in the bottom image below) once you're at HostGator 
 

 
 

 
 
3. Select one of the hosting plans (Hatchling, Baby, or Business) (the page on HostGator might look 
slightly different from the one on the following page) 
 
You can choose monthly, 1 year, 2 years, or 3 years (lowest rates are for 3 year terms which offer 
the biggest savings) 
 
The "Hatchling" plan is the cheapest - but you're only allowed one domain - which can be a 
drawback as you grow and add more websites - which you probably will want to do later on. 
 
The "Baby" plan (recommended) offers more versatility with a lot of features for a reasonable 
price when you're starting out. 
 

http://sharedserverhosting.org/hostgator-coupon
http://sharedserverhosting.org/hostgator-coupon


 
You can upgrade or downgrade plans at any time (a fee may apply to do this) 
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4. Click the orange ORDER NOW button once you've selected your hosting plan 
 
Step 1: Choose A Domain: 
 
Insert your domain name (for example: mydomainname.com) in the right hand box or have 
HostGator register the domain name for you (left hand box). 
 
HostGator's domain pricing can be found here: http://support.hostgator.com/articles/domain-
names/which-domain-names-can-hostgator-register-tld-prices 
 
I have registered domain names with both Namecheap and GoDaddy. Of course, you are free to 
choose your own registrar. 
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HOSTGATOR SIGN UP TIPS:  
 
(1) HostGator fills in the coupon code automatically. If you have another coupon code, enter it 
in the coupon code box instead. 
 
(2) If you have a question or get stuck, be sure to use HostGator's Live Chat - in the upper right 
hand corner of the screen - or open a new browser tab and go to http://HostGatorchat.com/ for 
the chat window (you don't have to have a domain to ask HostGator questions) 
 
Step 2: Billing Information: 
 
(1) Fill out the billing information. You can pay by credit card or PayPal. 
 

 
 
NOTE: If you're paying by credit card the invoice will be automatically processed. If you pay by 
PayPal you have to pay the invoice manually before you will get your HostGator Welcome Email 
with the hosting particulars. See the following tutorial for paying your HostGator Invoice with 
PayPal: http://www.hostgator.com/tutorials/billing/making-a-single-payment-via-paypal-in-
hostgator-billing.htm [or] http://support.hostgator.com/articles/billing/how-do-i-make-a-payment 
HostGator will also call you to confirm your account information. 
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(2) Select your username and security pin carefully. Follow their instructions about what the 
username and security pin can and cannot contain.  
 
(If you don't input the username and security pin information correctly you'll be prompted to re-
enter information before it is accepted by HostGator.) 
 
MAKE SURE YOU NOTE DOWN YOUR USERNAME AND SECURITY PIN 
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(3) Check your billing information and order details 
 
- In this example, an existing domain is used (that's why there is no cost beside that entry). If you 
register a domain name through HostGator you'll pay their standard domain name registration 
fees. (I recommend either NameCheap or GoDaddy for domain registrations.) 
 
- Domain name registrations are for one year and are renewed annually. 
 
(4) Make sure the section "I have read and agree to the terms and conditions of use." is ticked 
with a check mark. 
 
(5) Click Create Account  
 

 
 
 
Congratulations!  
 
You're now one step closer to launching your own website on the internet. 
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HostGator: Welcome Email 
 
You'll receive a HostGator Welcome Letter via email. It will look something like this (although it 
might not be exactly like this):   
 
(IMPORTANT information you will need immediately has been highlighted in yellow below - 
look for it in the email you receive from HostGator because you'll need it moving forward) 
 
HostGator.com :: New Account Info 
 
From: "sales@HostGator.com" <sales@HostGator.com> 
To: Your email address 
 
<your name> 
 
Thank you for your order with HostGator. 
 
We are happy to inform you that your Shared Hosting Account has been configured and is ready 
for use! 
 
You can login to our billing system at http://….. using your email address and the password …. 
 
Your Control Panel: https://gatorxx.hostgator.com:2083 
Your Domain: yourdomainname 
Your Username: yourusername 
Your Password: yourpassword 
Your Sites IP Address: xx.xx.xx.xxx 
 
Your Nameservers: 
 
NS1:  nsxx.hostgator.com 
NS2:  nsxx.hostgator.com 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Until your DNS has changed over to our nameservers, you can access your cPanel at: 
http://xx.xx.xx.xxx/cpanel 
 
You can view your site before the DNS has been resolved at: 
http://xx.xx.xx.xxx/~yourusername/ 
 

http://sharedserverhosting.org/
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Visit the HostGator Knowledgebase and Video Tutorials section for solutions to commonly 
asked questions: 
 
http://support.HostGator.com 
http://www.HostGator.com/tutorials.shtml 
 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, feel free to email support@HostGator.com 
 
Best regards, 
HostGator.com 

 
NOTE: The xx.xx.xx.xxx in the above email refers to the IP address.   
 
IMPORTANT: I recommend you PRINT OUT the email you receive from HostGator and keep 
it in a safe and secure place. 
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How To Log Into HostGator cPanel 
 
Use the address HostGator gives you in their welcome email: 
 
Until your DNS has changed over to our nameservers, you can access your cPanel at: 
http://xx.xx.xx.xxx/cpanel 
 
You'll get one of the following screens: 
 

 
 
OR… 
 

 

 
TIP:  When logging into your cPanel, make sure the "address" indicates https://  -- >> the "s" 
after http tells you that the login is secure. 
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HostGator cPanel: What It Looks Like 
 

 
 
It's a little intimidating looking at the cPanel (control panel), isn't it?  
 
But don't let it scare you - you won't be using all of these cPanel sections.  
 
There are only a few sections you'll need to worry about to get your WordPress site set up - and 
I'll walk you through them step-by-step. 
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How To Install A WordPress Blog On Your Domain 
 
Scroll down until you find Fantastico De Luxe (it has the smiley face)  
 
(In the screen shot below I've moved the section up to make it easier for you to see. In your 
cPanel you'll have to scroll down to find Fantastico De Luxe.) 
 
This is the famous "one-click install" procedure for installing WordPress on your site. 
 

 
 
Double click on the Fantastico De Luxe icon and you'll get the next screen… 
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Click on the WordPress link and it will take you to the next section where you fill in information 
to set up your WordPress blog. 
 
(Don't worry about the "geek speak" about MySQL databases - it's all done behind the scenes for 
you.) 
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Sections to fill in: 
 
Install on domain: If this is your first domain then it will appear in the drop down menu. Make 
sure the domain name is in this section. 
 
Install in directory: Leave this blank. Your site will be http://yourdomain.com (or .org, .net, etc.) 
 
Administrator Username: Use a different username than the one you used for logging into the 
cPanel. WRITE THIS DOWN. 
 
Password: Use a different password than the one you used for logging into the cPanel. WRITE 
THIS DOWN. 
 
Admin Nickname: Insert your main keyword here (or you can put any word in this section) 
 

http://sharedserverhosting.org/
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Admin email: Insert your email here - it will show up in your WordPress blog. 
 
Site name: Insert a name here. It can be a main keyword or any word - you can change later. 
 
Description: You don't have to fill this section in. You can fill in via WordPress dashboard. 
 
Install WordPress: Once all the information is entered, click Install Wordpress. You'll then get a 
screen that confirms the information. Click Finish Installation . 
 

 
 
The screen below will confirm that your WordPress blog has been installed. Don't worry about 
the information wp-config.php or …data.sql - that's "geek speak".  
 
The "Please notice" section below contains VERY IMPORTANT information: 
 

 
 
* Email address: You can choose whether or not to email your login details to your email 
address. (If you do NOT email your login details, make sure your username and password are 
written down - otherwise you won't be able to log into your site.) 

http://sharedserverhosting.org/
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Keep in mind that the login details (username and password) will not be secure if they are 
emailed and to be absolutely safe from hackers, you should change your username and password 
in the WordPress dashboard after you have logged into your site. 
 
WordPress Login TIP: To access your WordPress administration area add "/wp-admin/" to your 
domain name.  
 
If your domain name is http://mynewwebsite.com, for example, then the login for the WordPress 
administration area of your website will be http://mynewwebsite.com/wp-admin/ 
 
You can also bookmark the URL for the login page as suggested in the screenshot above. 
 
When you input http://mynewwebsite.com/wp-admin/ into your web browser's address line, you 
will be taken to the WordPress login screen for your site: 

 
Enter your username and password for your WordPress blog (not the username and password for 
your cPanel unless they're the same as those for your WordPress blog - which is not 
recommended for obvious security reasons.) 
 
WordPress "themes" simply change the look and capability of your website. 
 
There are thousands of WordPress themes (both free and paid) to choose from.  
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I'll show you a FREE WordPress theme that you might like to use instead of the default 
WordPress theme. (There are many other free WordPress themes but they aren't always updated 
and some can contain malicious code. So be careful choosing your WordPress themes.) 
 
One free WordPress theme I use is at http://www.flexibilitytheme.com/ 
 
Below is a screenshot of the WordPress dashboard for WordPress version 2.9.2  
 
A new WordPress installation with HostGator will be the latest stable version of WordPress. 
(And you can also upgrade to the latest versions of WordPress through your domain's WordPress 
dashboard.) 
 

 
 
Here's what the latest (default) theme for WordPress looks like in your browser (and what it 
looks like on the internet): 
 

 
 
You're now ready to start blogging with your brand new WordPress blog! 
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How To Change the Nameservers 
 
If you purchased your domain name through Namecheap, GoDaddy, or another registrar you will 
need to change the "nameservers." 
 
You see, when you register your domain with a registrar, the nameservers are with that registrar. 
 
So now you have to point the nameservers to HostGator Hosting. 
 
It's very simple to do and I'll walk you through it.  
 
Namecheap: Changing Nameservers 
 
1. Log in to Namecheap.com 
 
2. Go to Manage Domains 
 
3. Click on the domain name you want to change the nameservers for 
 
4. You will get the Modify Domain screen shown below 
 

 
 
 
5. Click on Transfer DNS to Webhost - in the left hand navigation panel (see above image) 
 
6. The following screen will appear: 
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7. In their Welcome Email HostGator gave you the nameservers to use (they will usually start 
with the initials "ns"). 
 
Enter the name servers in 1. and 2. above 
 
8. Make sure the "Specify Custom DNS Servers (Your own DNS Servers)" section has the blue 
radio dot beside it. 
 
9. Save changes once you have entered the nameserver information from HostGator. 
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You're done! It can take up to 72 hours (from my own experience, although usually less, when I 
register a domain with Namecheap) for the nameserver change to propagate throughout the 
internet. 
 
In the meantime, see HostGator's Welcome Email for how to view your website: 
 
You can view your site before the DNS has been resolved at: 
http://xx.xx.xx.xxx/~yourusername/ 
 
(The xx.xx.xx.xxx above refers to the IP address that HostGator provides you with in their 
welcome email.) 
 
When it is fully propagated throughout the internet, you'll be able to log in to your website by 
typing http://yourwebsite.com (or .org, .net, etc.) in the browser's address bar. 
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GoDaddy: Changing Nameservers 
 
1. Log into your account. 
 
2. Click on "View Domain Manager"  
 

 
 
3. Select "Nameservers" tab from the menu (see below) 
 

 
 
4. Put HostGator's nameservers (you'll get that information from their Welcome Email) in 
place of the nameservers which are already in Nameserver 1 and Nameserver 2 (which are 
GoDaddy's nameservers). Click OK to save the changes. 
 
Keep in mind that it can take up to 72 hours for the nameservers to "propagate" throughout the 
internet.  
 
So don't get anxious if you type in your domain (http://mydomainname.com (or .org, .net, etc.) 
and your site doesn't show up in your browser.  
 
Also, during the "propagation" time sometimes your site will show up in your browser when you 
type in your domain name. Other times it won't - that just means that your nameservers haven't 
finished propagating. So give it some time.) 
 
Once the nameservers have "resolved" or "propagated" throughout the internet you'll be able to 
see your site when you type http://mywebsite.com (or .org, .net, etc.) in the browser address bar. 
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HostGator Coupons - Shared Server Hosting 
 
Click on any of the coupons below and you'll be taken to HostGator's hosting sign up 
page. Input the CODE word from one of the coupons below to get the savings you want.  
 
HostGator Coupon: First Month For $.01 - Click Coupon Below And Input the CODE Word For Savings 
 

 
 
HostGator Coupon: Save $25.00 - Click Coupon Below And Input the CODE Word For Savings 
 

 
 
HostGator Coupon: Save 20% - Click Coupon Below And Input the CODE Word For Savings 
 

 
 
When you sign up for HostGator Hosting (Step 1 in the signup process) you will have to input 
the special code word shown on one of the coupons above to get the discount or savings you 
want. See terms and conditions of coupons above. Coupons apply to hosting only - not domains. 
 
HostGator 1-Cent Coupon: SPECIAL CODE WORD: hgc25 
 
HostGator Coupon - Save $25: SPECIAL CODE WORD: HOUSTON 
 
HostGator Coupon - Save 20%: SPECIAL CODE WORD: SPRING 

NOTE: You save more with longer hosting periods. Coupons are for new customers. The $25 savings and 20% 
discount apply to the initial payment only. The 20% off coupon can be used by new and existing customers and 
applies to new orders only. Subsequent payments are the normal price. HostGator offers a 45-day money back 
guarantee. Pricing, coupons, coupon codes, discounts, and terms and conditions are subject to change without 
notice. 

http://sharedserverhosting.org/hostgator-coupon
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The content in this report is for adults of legal age - those who are 18 years of age or older. In some states, legal age is 21 
years or older.  
 
The information contained in this report may be subject to varying Provincial/State, Federal, and/or local laws or 
regulations. Adherence to all applicable laws and regulations is the sole responsibility of the reader.  
 
Refer to HostGator's Terms of Service for what constitutes "unlimited" for bandwidth, disk space, and hosting. 
 
The author, the website owner(s), and the publisher do not assume any responsibility or liability for use, errors, omissions, 
or contrary interpretation of the enclosed subject matter.  
 
The reader assumes the entire risk associated with using, adapting, or implementing any ideas or techniques contained in 
this report or provided through offers.  
 
Clicking on images and links will take you to either SharedServerHosting.Org or to third party sites including domain 
registrars and web hosting companies. 
 
The author receives financial and/or other forms of compensation - at no extra cost to you - for products 
recommended or suggested in this special report, thanks you for your support, and wishes you every 
success in your online endeavour. 
 
Use of this guide is subject to the Terms of Use at SharedServerHosting.Org 
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